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‘We have decided to start a work on a history of literature and a Gujarat: dic-
tionary.

As a personal friend I have already guaranteed your co-operation and we are
going to burden you with the whole load of old Jain literature in which you are
the best available authoriry. I think we cannot give you any well-known author
but we will have to give you the whole host of obscure Jain authors and you will
have to do your utmost in producing the work on a line which will justity the

existence of our ‘Sahitya Sansad.’

It is a tremendous task and to carry it out through within the short time i.e.
before March 1923 is well-nigh impossible but if the Sansad wants to justify the
role which it has proposed to play there is no other alternative but to accomplish
the impossibility.
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W ERS WAAUHL Mg el el WA B oA o vtetril Geuld, vl Al s 33 Uy w1 qdl
5 a3 s o waL Al vicl opal AdoL sudlan cuorit d starll Fs, ad uRws, dd il
g, Al wlcnl wad REea »3 wyls, A wie ag 23 adl ol sidir s
Rl U ot ol zfeligal 29 s2al. (Aum ye ¢ Hae)

2 Al L A YA A wdl oL

Y, YL AL G AUEL VA 2 sle] ARA AL WRAL A avils vl 4,
A% dl dcar w3 s ol v He du sl el awuel W dviaru el
Al Hisell 3:- ‘4 e AUl Gey, R dri R 3 def AAAHL oM, ¥ adell, Al
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L 3 ‘(1) Jainism 4 Printed pages (2) Jainism as a political & social
force in Hindu-Gujrat suzeisa 830-1459 (3) Jain literature in the 235
(4) Jainism as a political and social force during the w@sd A 1y to
1o¢ (5) The growth and progress of Jain literature during wwsid (6)
The characteristic from {(4sw Form) of Jain litrature (7) The ideal of Jain
literature during this age. 2 Wl d oloid U ¥el Geldls, Hoigl, NS Ydi
@ 2 A am wiel B dl el we emal a-vis A e 2l Yeslla arue
wod 942 G- A4 Halvd u ag ubl el B A Wil sid uae] el d-u
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‘l have been reading your ‘¥-ii « &Hfg Adeey’ in Gujarati Sahitya with much
admiration for sound scholarship and proper perspective. 1 do not think there is
anything in the Gujarati literature or in any other language that I know of, what
gives such detailed information about Jain literature. x x x
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Some how or other, their (Jainas’) literature did not catch the attention of schol-
ars. This may be due to the reticence of the old Jainas, who did not like to show
their "granthas' to others and were till recently very much opposed to print and
publish them. Anyhow it is now well-known, as it was to a few scholars formerly
that the jaina literature is very voluminous and important from several points of
views. Written as it is in Prakrit, the spoken language of the ordinary people in
ancient days, it opens out a most extensive field for a philologist. It has come in
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contract with almost all the Indian languages. Even the Dravidian languages have
been influenced by it.'
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